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Design and Create rich interactive 3D PDF Documents



Key workflows
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Edit an existing 
Enrich object

Add 3D data in the 
document

Merge existing CAD 
attributes with imported  
attributes from XML file 

Add actions 

Add a carousel  
of views

Add a table generated 
from the 3D data or 
from an external 
application

Place buttons and 
text fields

Define a title blockAdd a search widgetUpdate a document 
with a new 3D data

Access to on-line 
content



Add 3D data in the 
PDF document

Step 2
Drag a rectangle to 
position the 3D view

Step 3
Browse and select the 3D 
file to import

3 of 12

Step 1
Click Add 3D



Step 2
Drag a rectangle to 
position the text field

Add text fields or buttons 
in the PDF document
 Text fields are used to display messages, 

attributes and values after specific actions
 Button are used to trigger actions

Step 3
Right-click on the text field. Context menu 
appears.
Select appropriate tool or customize properties.

Change name
Note: Names for text fields and buttons 
must be unique in the document.

Edit 
appearance

Define property 
values
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Step 1
Click Add text field

Tip
Click “Click to pan around” 
to leave the Edit object 
selection mode 

Tip
Click Edit object to enable the selection 
of existing text fields and buttons to edit 
them



Add a Carousel of Views in the 
PDF document
 Carousel lists all views present in the 3D data
 It can be horizontal or vertical; the number of rows 

and columns can be changed
 Carousel properties can be edited and saved

Step 2
Drag a rectangle to 
position the carousel

Step 3
Use the Carousel panel to 
customize properties
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Step 4
Save the edits 
and close

Step 1
Click Add carousel



Add a table in the PDF document
 Table shows 3 columns by default
 Table is populated with information from the 3D data - hierarchical table reflects 

assembly structure and flat table shows parts list
 Table properties can be edited and saved

Step 2
Drag a rectangle to 
position the table

Step 3
Use the Table panel to 
customize properties
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Step 4
Save the edits 
and close

Step 1
Click Add part list 
(hierarchical)



Define an action with “On button”
 A button can trigger an action
 Multiple actions can be defined as “sequence of actions”

Step 2
Select a button

Step 3
Open drop-down for 
action types

Step 4
Select Render action
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Step 6
Save the edits 
and close

Step 1
Click “On button”

Step 5
Select the rendering 
mode



Step 2
Open drop-down
for action types
Step 3
Select
Set Text In Field
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Step 7
save the edits 
and close

Step 4
Select a text field

Step 5
Click Add the selected 
attribute

Step 6
Select one of the
CAD attributes

Define an action with “On 3D part”
 This type of action is useful to display information about a selected 

part in the 3D view or in the table

Step 1
Click “On 3D part”



Import attributes from a file
 Merge attributes from an external source file with the 

attributes in the 3D data
 The XML file containing the attributes needs to conform with 

a defined format that enables mapping with the 3D data

Step 2
Select the XML file with 
attributes to be imported

Step 4
Click OK to finish

For mapping, Key 
is an attribute of 
CAD parts

Name of a new attribute 
“SUPPLIER”

Value of the attribute

Step 3
Check result of the attribute 
merge after import

Step 1
Click Add 3D  
attributes
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Edit the table to show 
an imported attribute
 Show imported and merged attributes 

in the table along with other attributes 
for the 3D data

Step 1
Select the Edit Tool
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Step 3
Select Edit mode

Step 5
Click on the new column, 
click Fill this column with 
attribute and select an 
attribute in the list

Step 6
Save and close the table

Step 4
Click on the middle column, click
Add a column to the right

Step 2
Select the table



Add a Search widget in the PDF 
document
 Create a Search widget to enable searching parts based on various 

criteria's (name, all attributes, selected attribute)
 The available search criteria can be selected as well as the emphasize 

method

Step 2
Drag a rectangle to 
position the search

Step 3
Use the Search panel to 
customize properties
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Step 5
Save the edits 
and close

Step 1
Click Add search

Step 4
Define the available search 
criteria



Set populate method for text fields
 Text fields from title block can be populated with CAD model attributes, CAD file 

attributes, or imported from an XML file
 The text field is immediately updated when using CAD model or file attribute method
 The text field is populated by the “Populate text fields from XML” feature when using 

the XML method

Step 3
Use the Populate Method 
panel to define how the field 
will be populated
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Step 1
Click Set populate 
method for text 
fields

Step 2
Select a text field

Step 4
Save the edits and 
close
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